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I. Background  
 
1. The programme of work for the period 2017-2020 for the second cycle of the 

Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 
Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, developed by the Ad Hoc 
Working Group of the Whole during its seventh meeting held in New York from 
3 to 9 August 2017 and endorsed by the General Assembly later that year, 
includes in the activities for 2017 the holding of regional workshops, which are to 
begin in the second half of 2017. The workshops will play a central role in 
raising the awareness of stakeholders to the Regular Process, the identification 
and collection of data, the identification and scoping of regional priorities and the 
wider dissemination of the First Global Integrated Marine Assessment (the 
Assessment). They will also foster a wider geographical representation in the 
appointment of experts to the Pool of Experts.  

 
2.  In accordance with the guidance to the Bureau adopted by the eighth meeting of 

the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole on 18 April 2017, the Bureau has 
finalized Guidelines for the first round of Workshops in 2017 to Assist the 
Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 
Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects (the “Guidelines”). Pursuant to 
the Guidelines, workshops are organized under the auspices of the United 
Nations, in coordination with the secretariat of the Regular Process, represented 
by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, 
United Nations (the “Division”) and with the assistance of members of the Group 
of Experts and Pool of Experts, as appropriate.  

 
3.  According to the Guidelines, the objectives of the workshops are to:  

a. Provide an opportunity to present the main conclusions of the First Global 
Integrated Marine Assessment – World Ocean Assessment I;  

b. Enable participants to put forward their views on the scope and structure that 
should be adopted for the assessment to be prepared in the second cycle of the 



Regular Process, which is to be completed by the end of 2020. Given that the 
General Assembly decided that the first cycle of the Regular Process should 
focus on establishing a baseline, and that subsequent cycles should extend to 
establishing trends, the workshops should in particular aim to conclude:  

(i) What aspects of the ocean are most relevant to include in the assessment to 
be made in the second cycle, and the extent to which it is possible to 
establish trends in relation to it;  

(ii) How the establishment of such trends can most effectively be done in the 
different oceanic regions in a standard manner;  

(iii) How the existence of trends can in future be evaluated;  
(iv) How risks in relation to the various aspects of the ocean can be evaluated, 

taking into account regional interests and differences;  
(v) What regional priorities should be addressed in the preparation of the 

assessment of the second cycle, bearing in mind the global ocean policy 
agenda; 

c. Promote capacity-building within the region for which each workshop is held, 
so as to assist in creating the abilities to contribute from the region to the 
production of the assessment. In particular, the workshops should consider 
what steps might be taken to improve abilities to carry out integrated 
assessments within the region;  

d. Explore what increased cooperation or coordination between processes 
already under way in the region could assist in providing the information 
required for the assessment;  

e. Consider how assessments produced by the Regular Process can be structured 
so as to help policy-makers most effectively with their tasks;  

f. Consider how to improve arrangements for networking between experts and 
organizations taking part in each workshop, and the Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc 
Working Group of the Whole, the Bureau of the Ad Hoc Working Group of 
the Whole, the Group of Experts, the Pool of Experts, the National Focal 
Points and the secretariat of the Regular Process. 

In addition to the World Ocean Assessment I and, in particular, the Summary 
approved by the General Assembly, the workshops should also take account of 
information relevant to the Regular Process emanating from, or contributing to, 
intergovernmental processes. 

 
II. Host, venue and date of the Workshop  
 
4. The Government of New Zealand offered to host a Workshop in support of the 

Regular Process, from 18 to 19 October 2017. It will cover the South Pacific. The 
Workshop will be held under the auspices of the United Nations and is organized 
by the Government of New Zealand.  
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5. The Workshop will take place at the Rydges Hotel in Auckland, New Zealand. It 
will start at 10:00 am on 18 October 2017 and end at 6:00 pm on 19 October.  

 
Rydges Hotel 
Address: 59 Federal Street, Auckland 1010, New Zealand 
Telephone: +64 9-375 5900 
E-mail: reservations_rydgesauckland@evt.com 

 
III. Chair(s) and secretariat support  
 
6. Pursuant to the Guidelines, the host will designate a Chair (or Co-Chairs) of the 

Workshop. The Government of New Zealand may consider inviting a member of 
the Group of Experts and, as appropriate of the Pool of Experts, to be the Chair, 
or a Co-Chair, of the Workshop. The host may provide guidance, where needed, 
on what the priorities for the region are, as well as on potential participants and 
other modalities for the Workshop. 

  
IV. Agenda and activities of the Workshop  
 
7. The provisional agenda of the Workshop, together with relevant documentation, 

will be posted prior to the Workshop on the website of the Division: 
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/rp. 
Pursuant to the Guidelines, the agenda of the Workshop will include, as far as 
possible, the elements listed in Appendix II to the Guidelines.  

 
8. Capacity-building is one of the core objectives of the Regular Process. Pursuant to 

the Guidelines, an important part of the Workshop will be making a start on 
capacity-building on how to carry out integrated assessments, so that the 
participants in the Workshop can better understand, and contribute to, the work of 
the Regular Process.  

 
V. Interpretation  
 
9. The Workshop will be conducted in English. 
 
10. Any participant may make a statement in a language other than English. In that 

case, the participant must provide either interpretation services or a written text of 
the statement in English. The interpreted version of the statement or the translated 
version of the written text submitted in English will be considered to be the 
official text of the statement. 

 
VI. Preliminary information and output of the Workshop  
 
11. The official documentation of the Workshop will be issued in English.  
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12. Pursuant to the Guidelines, participants in the Workshop will be asked to provide, 
by 11 October, contributions on the information listed in Appendix I to the 
Guidelines.  

 
13. The output of the Workshop will take the form of a summary of the discussions 

prepared by the chair or co-chairs with the help of the members of the Group of 
Experts, of the Pool of Experts, as appropriate, and the secretariat of the Regular 
Process. Provision will be made for the participants to comment on a draft of the 
summary and for the final version to be revised by the chair and representatives of 
the Group of Experts, and of the Pool of Experts, as appropriate, in the light of 
such comments. Where a State or intergovernmental organization not 
participating in the Workshop conducted or was responsible for assessments, 
institutions, networks or other arrangements which have been identified as 
relevant, that State or intergovernmental organization should be invited and/or 
requested to review and comment on what is said about any such matter. 

 
14. The secretariat of the Regular Process will play an important role in ensuring that 

the output of each workshop is captured and presented in a way which will 
support the work of the second cycle of the Regular Process. 

 
15. The final version of the output of the Workshop (summary) will be posted on the 

Regular Process website.  
 
VII. List of participants  
 
16. The secretariat of the Regular Process, with the support of the Government of 

New Zealand, will publish a list of participants to the Workshop.  
 
17. Participants are requested to submit the accompanying nomination form for each 

of their technical experts as per the instructions contained therein to 
doalos@un.org, with a copy to onwuasoanya@un.org and no later than 
25 September 2017.  

 
VIII. Visa requirements  
 
18. It is the responsibility of participants to establish visa requirements for the host 

country and any transit countries as may be necessary, including the securing of 
such visas.  

 
IX. Arrival in Auckland, New Zealand and local transportation  
 

19. Many transport options are available for getting from Auckland Airport to the city 
centre. There are a number of bus, shuttle and taxi services which can pick up 
from the terminal forecourts. Some options are listed below but more detailed 
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information is available on the Auckland Airport website: 
https://www.aucklandairport.co.nz/transport. 

 Taxis and shuttles 

 Auckland Airport licenses specific taxi and shuttle companies to ensure airport 
visitors and travellers receive a high standard of service.  

All taxi and shuttle companies are able to drop participants off at the airport, 
however only licensed companies are able to pick participants up from the 
designated taxi ranks at the terminal buildings. 

Taxi and shuttle ranks are located outside the arrivals area (door 8) at the 
international terminal and outside door 4 at the domestic terminal. Participants 
can pre-book with one of the companies listed below or just turn up at the 
terminal ranks – taxis and shuttles are always available.  

Indicative fares from the airport into the city is between NZD$38 – NZD$75 one-
way for a taxi and shuttles (NZD$35 for one person plus NZD$8 for each extra 
person together in the same group). For specific fare pricing, contact the taxi and 
shuttle companies directly. 

Auckland Airport charges NZD$5 per pick up and NZD$2 per drop off, inclusive 
in the fixed fare rate. 

Taxi Price Information (NZD) 

Company    Per KM Rate   Fixed Fare to Auckland city  

Alert Taxis      $2.47      $65 

Auckland Co-op Taxis $2.47    $68 

Auckland Taxi Service $2.50    $69 

Cheap Cabs    $2.15    $38 

Corporate Cabs   $2.70    $75 

Green Cabs    $2.45    $65 

 

Shuttle companies 

Super Shuttle  
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Freephone 0800 SHUTTLE (0800 748 885)  

Phone: +64 9 522 5100  

Website: www.supershuttle.co.nz 

 Bus Services  

SkyBus 

 SkyBus is Auckland’s airport transfer service between Auckland Airport and 
Auckland City operating 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Airport to City transfers 
take approximately 40-60 min. Times can vary depending on traffic conditions.  

Tickets are available at the Airport Ticket Kiosks (located by the SkyBus bus 
stops at the airport), from the bus driver (cash only), SkyBus Hub/Lounge (396 
Queen Street) selected city hostels, hotels, Auckland i-Sites, and online. 

• NZD$18 Adult One Way 

• NZD$32 Adult Return 

Book online at www.skybus.co.nz for discounted fares and to find more 
information about cash fares, timetables and finding the closest stop. 

 
X. Climate and clothing  
 
21. The average daily temperature for the third quarter of the year in Auckland is a 

high of 18 and a low of 11 Degrees Celsius. When visiting Auckland, it's a good 
idea to pack a rainproof jacket as well as sunglasses, sun hat and sunscreen due to 
New Zealand's high UV rating. The weather in Auckland can be changeable as 
the region is influenced by weakening cyclones and cold fronts, which can cause 
extreme conditions such as hailstorms. Due to the changeable Auckland weather 
conditions, it is recommended to prepare for “four seasons in one day”. 

 
XI. Voltage  
 
22. Electricity throughout New Zealand is supplied at a nominal voltage of 230 volts 

and 50 hertz, although most hotels and motels provide 110 volt AC sockets (rated 
at 20 watts) for electric razors only. 
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XII. Currency  
 
23. The official currency of New Zealand is the New Zealand dollar. 

All major credit cards and traveller’s cheques are widely accepted at banks, 
hotels, restaurants and shopping centres. 

XIII. Hotel accommodation  
 
24. There are some rooms available at the Rydges Hotel, where the Workshop will 

take place. A preferential rate has been agreed with the hotel starting at 
NZD 279.00 including tax (approximately USD 203.00 including tax) per room 
per night on a single occupancy basis. This rate is available to be booked until 
2 October and is subject to availability at the time of booking. All participants are 
encouraged to reserve their accommodation at the Rydges Hotel (Workshop 
venue) or other hotels in the vicinity as soon as possible to avoid missing out. 
Participants are kindly requested to make their own hotel reservations directly 
with a hotel. 

 
25. The Rydges hotel address and reservation email address is below. Please quote 

the code: 897116 at time of booking. 
 
 Rydges Auckland 
 Address: 59 Federal Street, Auckland 1010 

Phone: +64 9 375 5900 
Email for reservations: reservations_rydgesauckland@evt.com  
Quote Code: 897116 

 Website: https://www.rydges.com/accommodation/new-zealand/auckland/ 
 
 Some other hotels in the vicinity are: 
  
 Skycity Hotel or Skycity Grande Hotel 
 Address: Victoria Street & Federal Street, Auckland, 1010 
 Website: https://www.skycityauckland.co.nz/  

 
Crowne Plaza 
Address: 128 Albert St, Auckland, 1010 
Website: https://auckland.crowneplaza.com/  
 
Heritage Hotel 
Address: 35 Hobson St, Auckland, 6001 
Website: https://www.heritagehotels.co.nz/hotels/heritage-auckland  

 
Stamford Plaza 
Address: 22-26 Albert St, Auckland, 1010 
Website: http://www.stamford.com.au/spak/auckland-hotel-accommodation  
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XIV. Health 
 
26. All participants are required to obtain medical insurance for the duration of the 

Workshop. 
 
XV. Additional information  
 
 
27. Information on the Workshop can be accessed through the Internet at the 

following website: 
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/rp.   

 
28.  For participants whose travel is being funded by the United Nations, additional 

information regarding travel arrangements will be communicated directly to them 
by the secretariat.  
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